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proofs, John reading the copy and his father the proof. Willie
and Clara are in the saloon before seven, and as soon as the
proofs are done with, John goes to the farther end of the room
to teach his sisters. When this has been done, and part of the
time while it is doing, he learns geometry; this continues to nine
o'clock, when breakfast is ready.
Mr Bentham rises soon after seven, and about eight gets to
his employment I rise at six and go to work; at nine breakfast
in the parlour—present, Mrs Mill, Mill, I, John, and Colls.
Breakfast ended, Mill hears Willie and Clara, and then John.
Lessons are heard under a broad balcony, walking from end to
end, the breakfast parlour on one hand and pots of flowers rising
one above another as high as your head on the other hand; this
place is in the front of the Abbey. All the lessons and readings
are performed aloud, and occupy full three hours, say till one
o'clock.
From nine to twelve Mr Bentham continues working; from
twelve to one he performs upon an organ in the saloon.
From breakfast time to one o'clock I am occupied in learning
Latin; this is also done aloud in the walks, and already I have
conquered the substantives and adjectives. During this period
Colls, who is a good boy, gets a lesson of Latin from Mill, and of
French from me: his is a capital situation for a boy of genius.
At one we all three walk in the lanes and fields for an hour.
At two all go to work again till dinner at six, when Mrs Mill,
Mill, Bentham, I and Colls, dine together. We have soup or fish,
or both, meat, pudding, generally fruit, viz. melons, strawberries,
gooseberries, currants, grapes; no wine. The first day I came,
wine was put upon the table; but as I took none, none has since
made its appearance. After dinner, Mill and I take a sharp walk
for two hours, say, till a quarter past eight, then one of us alter-
nately walks with Mr Bentham for an hour; then comes tea, at
which we read the periodical publications; and eleven o'clock
comes but too soon, and we all go to bed.
Mrs Mill marches in great style round the green in front of
the house for about half an hour before breakfast and again after
dinner with all the children, till their bed-time.
The intellectual influences which formed Bentham's mind were
mainly French. Hume, it is true, influenced his philosophy, and
Hartley, by the principle of association, influenced his psy-
chology. His ethical first principle, almost hi his own words, is

